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Recent developments: Output in the Sub-Saharan Africa region contracted by an estimated 3.7% in 2020, 

as the COVID-19 pandemic and associated lockdowns disrupted economic activity. As a result, per capita 

income shrank by 6.1% in 2020, setting average living standards back by at least a decade in a quarter of 

Sub-Saharan African economies. Hardest hit were countries with large domestic outbreaks, those heavily 

dependent on travel and tourism, and commodity exporters, particularly oil exporters. COVID-19 outbreaks 

persisted in the second half of last year in several countries, with little sign of abating.  

In Nigeria and South Africa, output fell sharply last year. Nigeria’s economy is estimated to have contracted 

4.1% in 2020, as the effects of the pandemic impacted economic activity in all sectors. In South Africa, where 

economic activity was on weak footing before COVID-19, output is estimated to have fallen 7.8% last year. 

The country suffered the most severe outbreak of the pandemic in the region and underwent strict lockdowns 

that brought the economy to a standstill.  

Oil exporters in the region grappled with sharply lower prices (Angola, Equatorial Guinea, Republic of Congo, 

South Sudan), while those with large travel and tourism sectors endured near-complete shutdowns of visitor 

activity (Cabo Verde, Ethiopia, Mauritius, Seychelles). Contractions in agricultural commodity exporters were 

less steep (Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Malawi, Uganda).  

Outlook: Growth in the region is forecast to rebound moderately to 2.7% in 2021. While the recovery in private 

consumption and investment is forecast to be slower than previously envisioned, export growth is expected to 

accelerate gradually, in line with the rebound in activity among major trading partners. The resumption in 

activity in major advanced and emerging economies and key trading partners of the region (Europe, China, 

US) is chiefly underpinned by positive news on vaccine development and rollout as well as new rounds of fiscal 

stimulus. Expectations of a sluggish recovery in Sub-Saharan Africa reflect persistent COVID-19 outbreaks in 

several economies that have inhibited the resumption of economic activity. The pandemic is projected to cause 

per capita incomes to decline by 0.2% this year, setting Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) further out of 

reach in many countries in the region. This reversal is expected to push tens of millions more people into 

extreme poverty over last year and this year.  

Growth in Nigeria is expected to resume at 1.1% in 2021. Activity is nevertheless anticipated to be dampened 

by low oil prices, OPEC quotas, falling public investment due to weak government revenues, constrained 

private investment due to firm failures, and subdued foreign investor confidence. In South Africa, growth is 

expected to rebound to 3.3% in 2021. An expectation of weak growth momentum reflects the lingering effects 

of the pandemic and the likelihood that some mitigation measures will need to remain in place.  

The rebound is expected to be slightly stronger—although below historical averages—among agricultural 

commodity exporters. Higher international prices for agricultural commodities are expected to buoy activity. 

The recovery is forecast to be more anemic among industrial commodity exporters. Although metal prices 

recovered somewhat in the second half of last year, oil prices remain well below 2019 levels, weighing on oil 

exporters (Angola, Chad, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Ghana, Republic of Congo).   

Risks: Risks are tilted to the downside. Growth in major trading partners could fall short of expectations. 

Widescale distribution of a COVID-19 vaccine in the region will likely face many hurdles, including poor 

transport infrastructure and weak health systems capacity. Such constraints, compounded by natural disasters 

such as recent devastating floods and rising insecurity, particularly in the Sahel, could delay recovery. 

Government debt in the region has increased sharply to an estimated 70% of GDP last year, elevating concerns 



about debt sustainability in some economies. Banks may face sharp increases in non-performing loans as 

companies struggle to service their debt due to falling revenues. Lasting damage of the pandemic could 

depress growth over the long term through the chilling effects of high debt on investment, the impact of 

lockdowns on schooling and human capital development, and weaker health outcomes. 
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Sub-Saharan Africa Country Forecasts

(Annual percent change unless indicated otherwise)

2018 2019 2020e 2021f 2022f

GDP at market prices (2010 US$)

Angola -2.0 -0.9 -4.0 0.9 3.5

Benin 6.7 6.9 2.0 5.0 6.5

Botswana 4.5 3.0 -9.1 5.7 4.0

Burkina Faso 6.8 5.7 -2.0 2.4 4.7

Burundi 1.6 1.8 0.3 2.0 2.5

Central African Republic 3.7 3.1 0.0 3.2 4.1

Cabo Verde 4.5 5.7 -11.0 5.5 6.0

Cameroon 4.1 3.7 -2.5 3.0 3.4

Chad 2.4 3.2 -0.8 2.4 3.3

Comoros 3.4 1.9 -1.4 2.4 3.6

Congo, Dem. Rep. 5.8 4.4 -1.7 2.1 3.0

Congo, Rep. -6.2 -3.5 -8.9 -2.0 1.3

Côte d'Ivoire 6.8 6.9 1.8 5.5 5.8

Equatorial Guinea -6.4 -5.6 -9.0 -2.8 -1.2

Eritrea 13.0 3.7 -0.6 3.5 5.5

Eswatini 2.4 1.3 -3.5 1.5 0.9

Ethiopiaa 8.4 9.0 6.1 0.0 8.7

Gabon 0.8 3.9 -2.4 1.9 3.8

Gambia, The 6.5 6.0 -1.8 3.1 5.3

Ghana 6.3 6.5 1.1 1.4 2.4

Guinea 6.2 5.6 5.2 5.5 5.2

Guinea-Bissau 3.8 4.6 -2.4 3.0 4.0

Kenya 6.3 5.4 -1.0 6.9 5.7

Lesotho 1.5 1.4 -5.3 3.1 3.8

Liberia 1.2 -2.3 -2.9 3.2 3.9

Madagascar 4.6 4.8 -4.2 2.0 5.8

Malawi 3.2 4.4 1.3 3.3 4.9

Mali 4.7 5.0 -2.0 2.5 5.2

Mauritania 2.1 5.9 -0.6 3.7 4.8

Mauritius 3.8 3.0 -12.9 5.3 6.8

Mozambique 3.4 2.2 -0.8 2.8 4.4

Namibia 0.7 -1.1 -7.9 2.2 2.0

Niger 7.0 5.8 1.0 5.1 11.8

Nigeria 1.9 2.2 -4.1 1.1 1.8

Rwanda 8.6 9.4 -0.2 5.7 6.8

São Tomé and Príncipe 2.9 1.3 -6.5 3.0 5.5

Senegal 6.4 5.3 -0.7 3.5 5.6

Seychelles 4.1 2.0 -15.9 3.1 3.8

Sierra Leone 3.4 5.5 -2.3 4.1 4.6

South Africa 0.8 0.2 -7.8 3.3 1.7

Sudan -2.3 -2.5 -8.4 2.5 3.1

South Sudana -3.5 -0.3 9.3 -3.4 0.0

Tanzania 5.4 5.8 2.5 5.5 6.0

Togob 4.9 5.3 0.0 3.0 4.5

Ugandaa 6.2 6.8 2.9 2.8 5.9

Zambia 3.5 1.4 -4.5 1.9 3.4

Zimbabwe 4.8 -8.1 -10.0 2.9 3.1

Source:  World Bank.

Note:  e = estimate; f = forecast. World Bank forecasts are frequently updated based on 

new information and changing (global) circumstances. Consequently, projections presented 

here may differ from those contained in other Bank documents, even if basic assessments 

of countries’ prospects do not significantly differ at any given moment in time. 

a. Fiscal-year based numbers.

b. For Togo, growth figures in 2018 and 2019 are based on pre-2020 rebasing GDP

estimates.
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World Bank Group COVID-19 Response 

The World Bank Group, one of the largest sources of funding and knowledge for developing countries, is 

taking broad, fast action to help developing countries strengthen their pandemic response. It is supporting 

public health interventions, working to ensure the flow of critical supplies and equipment, and helping the 

private sector continue to operate and sustain jobs. 

The World Bank Group is making available up to $160 billion over a 15-month period ending June 2021 to 

help more than 100 countries protect the poor and vulnerable, support businesses, and bolster economic 

recovery. This includes $50 billion of new IDA resources through grants and highly concessional loans and 

$12 billion for developing countries to finance the purchase and distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. 


